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PRESIDENT’S LECTURER DISCUSSES ‘WOMEN IN SCIENCE’ 
MISSOULA--
Is academic science a desirable career for women? For anyone?
An expert in microbial genetics and pathogenesis will attempt to answer these questions 
when she presents the next installment in The University of Montana President’s Lecture Series
2001- 2002.
Professor Janne Cannon will lecture on "Women in Science" beginning at 8 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 3, in the University Theatre. The lecture is free and open to the public.
A professor in the Department of Microbiology and Immunology at the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Cannon is in a unique position to observe trends among young 
scientists.
"In the past, many obstacles were placed in the way of women who wanted to pursue 
academic research careers in science," Cannon said. "Many, although not all, of those institutional 
obstacles have been removed and increasing numbers of women have obtained the graduate 
education that’s necessary for academic professions.
"However, the number of women — and men — choosing to pursue research careers as 
university faculty members is shrinking. Recent statistics, as well as my own anecdotal experience, 
indicate that fewer young scientists think academic careers are appealing."
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In her lecture at UM, Cannon plans to discuss why fewer women are heading for research 
careers in academia.
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